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Section D

Governing Body and Academic Council

Governing Body

The operation of the Institute is governed by the Regional Technical Colleges Acts 1992 and 1994.  Section 7 of the 1992 Act provides that “Save as otherwise provided by this Act, the Governing Body of a college shall manage and control the affairs of the college…”.  The 1992 Act gives the Institute the specific function of providing such courses of study as the Governing Body considers appropriate.  It gives the Governing Body the function of approving annual programmes and budgets and determining numbers and terms of conditions of staff subject to the approval of the Minister.  Its membership consists of the chairman, director and 17 ordinary members.

Academic Council

Section 10 of the 1992 Act provides for the establishment and for the operation of an Academic Council.  The Academic Council has two main functions viz.:

· to assist it [the Governing Body] in the planning, co-ordination, development and overseeing of the educational work of the college, and

· to protect, maintain and develop the academic standards of the courses and the activities of the college.

Its membership consists of the Director, Registrar, Head of Development, Heads of School, Heads of Department, Librarian, sixteen academic staff, one technical support staff representative, a Student Union representative and two representatives from the Tourism College Killybegs.

Under the Qualifications (Education and Training) Act 1999 the Institute shall “establish procedures for the purpose of further improving and maintaining the quality of education and training which is provided, organized or procured by” the Institute and shall agree these procedures with HETAC.  The Academic Council will play a pivotal role in developing and maintaining the required quality assurance procedures.

The Standing Committees in place are detailed in the Standing Orders of the Academic Council contained in Appendix D1. 

The membership and terms of office of the current Academic Council, as determined by the Governing Body on April 2002 are entered in Appendix D2.
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