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HIGHER CERTIFICATE IN COMPUTING, IT SUPPORT

Did you know the North West has the largest cluster of IT companies outside major cities in Ireland, with over 2,000 people working in this field?   With this in mind LYIT, as part of a government initiative, is offering exciting options especially designed for those who wish to retrain and return to education. 

The Higher Certificate in Computing, IT Support is an 18 month programme which begins in January 2012 and ends in June 2013.  It includes 6 months study, 6 months industrial placement and a final 6 months study.  There may be an option to continue to study further with LYIT once the course is completed.  The Certificate offers exciting new career opportunities in a thriving industry.

Who is eligible?

· People looking to change career direction and those who are long-term unemployed.  

· Mature applicants (those over 23 on 1st January in the year of entry).  Note:  they do not require a Leaving Certificate.

· Applicants are welcome from individuals under the age of 23 but they must have obtained at least 5 passes at Ordinary Grade D3 in the Leaving Certificate examinations.  These passes must include English or Irish and Mathematics (or equivalent).  Alternative Ordinary Maths must be at Grade B2 or higher.  Bunleibheal Gaeilge does not qualify applicants.

What sort of financial support is available?

Information on student support is available on the web at www.studentfinance.ie.  

Long-term unemployed or other Social Welfare recipients may be eligible for the Back to Education Allowance. Contact your local Social Welfare office for details. 

A means-tested maintenance grant may also be available to applicants.  Contact your local VEC offices for details of maintenance grants. 

What fees will I have to pay?

There are two types of fees –

Tuition fees

This fee covers the cost of tuition.  There are no tuition fees for applicants who meet all three of the following criteria –

· Those who are EU, EEA or Swiss Citizens (or have Official Refugee Status)

· Those who are first-time undergraduates

· Those who have been resident in the EU for three of the last five years.

Any applicant who fails to meet any one of these criteria will be liable for tuition fees at the EU rate of €1,368.  The Non-EU rate for tuition fees is €8,400 per year.

Registration fee

This fee covers non-tuition student services such as examination entry fees and support of the Students’ Union.  Those who qualify for a maintenance grant will have this fee paid by the grant authority.  The registration fee is €2,000.   

How do I apply?
Download the application form from the link at the bottom of this page or contact Registry (details below).

Closing date for applications is Friday, 11 November 2011, at 5 pm.

Selection for this course will include an interview which will be held on Wednesday, 30 November 2011.  Places will be offered subject to demand and resource availability.

For more information, contact -

Registry Office
Letterkenny Institute of Technology

Port Road

Letterkenny

Co Donegal

(t) 074 918 6000
(e) reception@lyit.ie

